
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t i on  No. 13079 of S c o t t  H.  Lang, pu r suan t  t o  Paragraph 
8207.11 of t h e  Zoning Regu la t i ons ,  f o r  v a r i a n c e s  from t h e  r e a r  
ya rd  requ i rements  (Sub-sect ion 3304.1) and t h e  s i d e  yard  r e q u i r e -  
ments (Sub-sect ion 3305.1) t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  r e a r  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  
de tached  s i n g l e  fami ly  dwel l ing  i n  an  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p r e -  
mises 3816 Windom P l a c e ,  N . W . ,  (Square 1833, Lot 3 5 ) .  

HEARING DATE: October 2 4 ,  1979 
DECISION DATE: October 24, 1979 (Bench Dec is ion)  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of 
Windom P lace  between 38th  and 39th  S t r e e t ,  N.W. and i s  known 
a s  3816 Windom P l a c e ,  N.W.  I t  i s  i n  an  R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  

2. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  4,575 squa re  f e e t  i n  a r e a  and i s  
improved w i t h  a  two s t o r y  frame detached s i n g l e  fami ly  dwe l l i ng  
and garage .  The garage  i s  l o c a t e d  approximate ly  10.2  f e e t  from 
t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  dwe l l i ng .  

3. The e x i s t i n g  r e a r  two s t o r y  porch and t h e  garage  a r e  
i n  d e t e r i o r a t e d  c o n d i t i o n .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t o  upgrade 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  porch and j o i n  it wi th  t h e  garage .  The roof  of 
t h e  garage  w i l l  be s c a l e d  down and a  sundeck c r e a t e d  the reon .  

4 .  A s  t h e  house p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s  it i s  i n  conformance 
w i th  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s i d e  yard  requ i rements  of  t h e  Zoning Regula- 
t i o n s .  When t h e  house i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  garage  it w i l l  form 
one b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  s i d e  yard  of  which w i l l  be 7.3 f e e t  wide. 
A s i d e  yard  v a r i a n c e  of  0.70 f e e t  i s  t h u s  r e q u i r e d .  

5. The Zoning Regula t ions  r e q u i r e  a  twenty- f ive  f o o t  
r e a r  ya rd  i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  The e x i s t i n g  garage  i s  f o u r  
f e e t  from t h e  r e a r  l o t  l i n e  and i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e a r  yard .  
A v a r i a n c e  of twenty-one f e e t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  proposed 
r e a r  a d d i t i o n  where t h e  garage  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  
and bems  p a r t  of  one b u i l d i n g .  There w i l l  be  no r e d u c t i o n  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s t a n c e  between t h e  r e a r  of t h e  garage  and t h e  
r e a r  l o t  l i n e .  

6 .  There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

7. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3F, by l e t t e r  of  
October 23,  1979, s t a t e d  t h a t  it had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  
of  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  
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CONCLUSION OF LAW: 

B a s e d  on t h e  record t h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t he  appl icant  
is  seek ing  area variances t h e  g r a n t i n g  of w h i c h  requires a 
s h o w i n g  of a p rac t i ca l  d i f f i c u l t y  s t e m m i n g  from t h e  proper ty  
i t se l f .  T h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t h e  loca t ion  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  
garage creates t h e  prac t ica l  d i f f i c u l t y .  T h e  garage i s  t o  
remain as  n o w  located. T h e  proposed add i t ion  w i l l  n o t  a l t e r  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  f o u r  foot d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  garage arid t h e  rear 
l o t  l i n e  no r  c a u s e  t h e  l o t  occupancy t o  exceed f o r t y  percent .  
T h e  s ide y a r d  variance of 0 . 7 0  feet i s  m i n i m a l .  T h e  B o a r d  
f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  variances can be granted w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t he  p u b l i c  good and w i t h o u t  s ubs t an -  
t i a l l y  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone 
p l an .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  applicat ion i s  
GRANTED. 

VOTE: 3-0 ( W a l t e r  B. L e w i s ,  W i l l i a m  F .  McIntosh and L e o n a r d  L .  
M c C a n t s  t o  g r a n t ,  C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s  and C h l o e t h i e l  
Woodard Smi th  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  v o t i n g ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD 

ATTESTED BY: 

OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

k dL. 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 7 DEC 1919 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRAC- 
T I C E  AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY I S  
F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES,  INVESTIGATIONS, AND INSPEC- 
TIONS.  


